
 

 

Baltic 60 Designer Comments 

 

It was a big challenge for us to design a new Baltic 60 one-off for racing under IMS as well as racing under IRC, 
without compromising the cruising ability. The basic hull concept is a further development of our very successful 
IMS class 500 design, such as “Innovision”, “Banco Espiritu Santo”, “Bribon 2004”. The hull has a high Length to 
Beam ratio for low resistance when heeled upwind, but without the extreme flat top sides you see on new IMS 
racers. The displacement is in the medium range with approximate 17000kg in IMS trim and will guarantee very 
good upwind performance in all conditions. The hull has a long bow overhang which will give a very long effective 
length. 

The sail plan is fractional with a short top mast. This configuration in combination with an 110% overlap Jib will be 
very competitive under IMS and IRC racing. The concept with angled spreaders and without runners will also 
make it a very good and comfortable cruising boat upwind. The mast layout allows fractional as well as top 
spinnakers and can be optimize for light conditions by using the top spinnakers. For cruising purpose the 
asymmetrical top spinnakers will make it easy to handle the boat downwind. The sail area is big and will make the 
boat a good performer in light conditions so often found on the Mediterranean area. 

One of the restrictions from the customer was the maximum draft of 3.100m. This is of course for a performance 
very shallow and needed an intelligent solution. We opted for a cast iron top with big recess in the top that can 
also be used as a bilge. The bottom part is profiled bulb which will still give good side force and will have a bigger 
affective draft. Additional we designed pockets in the side of the bulb that can be filled up lead (450kg) to give the 
boat more stability when not sailing in IMS trim. This appendage concept will produce a very low center of gravity 
combined with a good lifting surface for upwind performance. 

Construction will be to the high Baltic quality and the intention to detail will guarantee a low weight for a boat 
with a complete interior. The interior concept is from the Baltic design group and represents the ideas of the 
owner.  

We as a design team are very proud on the final outcome of the yacht and look forward to see the performance of 
the boat against the competition. 
Rolf Vrolijk  

 


